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Important Dates  

to Remember 

• February 6: Monthly meeting, 
Woody’s, Farmingdale, NJ. 

• February 23: Drive to Best of 
Britain show, Simeone 
Museum, Philadelphia, PA. 

• April 6: Motorcar Garage 
Open House/Tech Session, 
Maple Shade, NJ. See page 7 
for details. 

• September 14: Brits on the 
Beach 2019, Ocean Grove, 
NJ, 10 AM – 4 PM. 
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Hi, my name is Mark Laura, 
and I’m a TR6-aholic. I had 
wanted a TR6 since I was 
16, when I first saw one in 
Red Bank, NJ. I told myself 
then, “I’m gonna have one 
of those someday!” It was 
BRG and one of the coolest 
cars I’d ever seen. Well, 
fast forward 42 years and  
I finally got one. My search 
took a while, as I had spent 
many hours on Hemmings 
and other sites learning all  
I could about TR6s before  
I found the car I would 
finally purchase. 
 
I also joined the 6-PACK 
site to scour information.  
(For those of you who don’t 
know, 6-PACK is the 
national organization for  

PEDC 
1989 – 2019 

 

celebrating 

 30 
YEARS 

▼ 

Triumph TR6 and TR250 
enthusiasts.) There were 
many people on the site 
who were very helpful and 
knowledgeable.  

 

When I saw the car 
loaded off the 
truck, I inspected it 
and looked at it for 
hours. I couldn’t 
take my eyes off it. 
 
 
 

Many helped me during 
my search, some offering 
theirs for sale and some 
offering friends’ cars.  
 

One member pointed me 
to a car in Ocala, FL.  
It turns out the owner, 
Robert, was a long-time 
TR6 restorer, and my car 
was his 16th restoration. 
Now in his mid-seventies, 
Robert told me he just 
“couldn’t get in and out of 
‘em too well anymore.”  
I was 58, and it was even 
a bit hard for me to get 
out! Anyway, I bought the 
car and in March 2018 
had it shipped from FL to 
NJ. When I saw the car 
loaded off the truck, I 
inspected it and looked at 
it for hours. I couldn’t take 
my eyes off it.  
 
Continued on page 2 – TR6 

 
Photo above by Ken Kyle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“ 

 ” 

Confessions of a TR6-aholic 
 MARK LAURA 



 

 

The Terminal Post  Page 2 of 24  
 

  Continued from page 1 – TR6  
 

Making Plans 
Then the catalogs came out, 
and I started making plans 
like crazy. I saw things in the 
car that I loved and other 
things that I questioned. I 
found myself asking, “Why 
would Triumph do that?” I’m 
still asking that question as I 
learn about my car. I should 
note that I have been 
mechanically involved since a 
young age, similar to many 
other Triumph owners. It 
started with go-karts and mini 
bikes, on to dirt bikes, and on 
to rebuilding two Ford 
Mustangs. I was a NJ 
licensed well driller for over 
30 years, and in my field if 
you’re not mechanically 
minded, you’re pretty much 
out of luck. We fixed things 
out in the woods or anywhere 
the rig broke down. You 
never wanted your machine 
towed out, risking ridicule 
from your co-workers.  
 
I was very excited to get into 
the TR6 and couldn’t wait for 
nicer weather so I could drive 
it. Last March there was still 
snow here and there, as well 
as the dreaded salt on the 
roads. I figured I would go 
over each system, making 
adjustments, etc. I drained 
 
 

the oil, drained the antifreeze, 
rebuilt the brake master 
cylinder, replaced the clutch-
slave cylinder, rebuilt the 
PDWA valve (changed over 
to DOT 5 silicone fluid), 
sanded and repainted the 
area around the master 
cylinders (as brake fluid was 
leaking and bubbled the paint 
underneath), put in a new 
boot lock, and even learned 
the correct names for parts—
boot /trunk . . . bonnet—you 
mean the hood is the top?  
I installed a new thermostat 
and coolant hoses, new filters 
all around, silicone valve 
cover gasket, and more. 
 

I learned something with 
everything I did on the car. 
Every minute was worth it.  
 
Joining the PEDC 
By spring, better weather 
arrived, and my fiancé, Judy, 
and I loved taking rides in our 
new TR6. I learned where the 
squeaks and rattles were 
coming from. On one of our 
drives we met a nice guy at 
Rod’s in Sea Girt while I was 
parking the TR6. His name 
was Joe Marrone. Joe told 
me he liked my car and then 
mentioned this club he was in 
called the PEDC. I told him  
I was interested and would 
look into joining. As we 
parted, Joe told me about the 
Brits on the Beach show.  
I had thought that would be 
something I would like to go 
to, and no sooner had Judy 
and I finished our dinner at 
Rod’s when we found a flyer 
about Brits on the Beach left 
on the seat of the TR6. When 
we got home I joined the 
PEDC and sent in my Brits on 
the Beach registration form 
right away. 
 
Continued on page 3 – TR6  
 
 

Above left: Mark’s daughter, 
Marlo, stands alongside the 

TR6 at Brits on the Beach 
2018. Above right: It’s here, 

and worth the wait. Below: 
Polished and ready to show  

at Brits on the Beach.  
Photos courtesy of Mark Laura.  
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Replacing the Clutch 
The next weekend, when Judy 
and I were driving in Red Bank,  
I felt the clutch pedal getting a bit 
funny. Then the “chirping” started.  
A few days later the clutch started 
getting sticky, and I realized then 
that the inevitable was coming:  
a new clutch. So I started 
researching to see if I could 
replace it myself. I thought, “Do I 
need help?  But I decided to go it 
alone. At work I help mechanics 
regularly with huge equipment,  
so I was confident I could do the 
job. I went to a Marine Academy 
of Science and Technology 
(MAST) student car show that the 
PEDC had been invited to in June 
and met a few PEDCers, including 
Russ Sharples, who welcomed 
me. I explained what was going 
on with my car. He was nice 
enough to e-mail me a past 
newsletter about a member’s car 
that he and some other members 
did a clutch on. It was very 
informative. I saw in the 
newsletter a group of people who 
enjoy helping each other with 
British car problems. 
 
Getting Garage Squad Help 
The next thing I know Garage 
Squaders Bob Canfield and John 
Quelch emailed me and offered 
their help. They came to my 
house and looked at what I was 
doing. I got a great vote of 
confidence from both of them and 
some excellent advice as well. 
Their advice helped me a lot with 
the direction I should take. At the 
time I had the trans out and parts 
coming from TRF. Bob and John 
suggested a few “things to do 
while I’m in there,” ideas that I 
thought were good.  
 
I ordered gearbox mounts from 
TRF as well as engine mounts 
(which I plan to install this winter). 
I had a problem with two of the 
rear mounts sent to me. 

They came apart from the rubber. 
TRF sent me replacements, and it 
happened again. I got an offer 
from a 6-PACK member for a free 
set he had. I received them and 
installed them during the clutch 
and throw out bearing set up. 
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Clockwise from top left:  
1 PDWA (pressure distribution warning actuator) 

before  
2 PDWA after (under brake master cylinder) 
3 Interior and gear box out of the car 
4 It’s back in. I did it!  

 
Photos courtesy of Mark Laura. 
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I finally got the installation complete (there were many 
expletives and frustrating moments during this time).  
 
Learning & Loving It 
Expletives notwithstanding, my fiancé keeps asking 
me when she hears things going on in the garage,  
“Are you happy you got the car to have something to 
relax you?” I am proud to say I am and that it all 
worked out. The clutch is much better now. The chirp 
is gone, and I now have a smooth clutch. My heater 
box came out at the same time, the core was pressure 
tested and found to be good to go. This job was not 
fun but it had to be done. I’m more than glad I did it. 
From this I was able to learn so much about our car.  
 
The job was done a week before the Brits on the 
Beach show. My daughter Marlo came to the show 
with me and we had a great dad/daughter day 
together. Afterward she told me how much she liked 
going to the show and that the cars were really cool.  
I brought my car not to win anything but just to be a 
part of something with people who share the same 
interests as I do. Everybody was nice, and the weather 
could not have been better. I’ll be back every year that 
I can. It’s not about winning for me; it’s being a part of 
something bigger. That’s a winner for me.  
 
I now look at the list of things I want to do during the 
winter 2019 season and am ordering parts that I will 
need. I’ll need to do metal touch ups underneath the 
car (some welding is in order), work on the brakes, 
install a hidden sound system and a Richard Goode  
air deflector, rebuild my car suspension, and more. 
The list goes on, but I’m loving it too! ■ 
 

From the top: Marlo and me.  
Judy and Marlo. Master clutch  

and brake cylinder rebuilds.  
(I clear-coated both).  

Heater box out and core checked  
. . . while I’m in there.  

Photos courtesy of Mark Laura. 
 
 




